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It should be noted that the oath illustrates the contractual nature
of the sovereign power and has survived both the extravagant pre-
rogative claims of the Stuarts and the Revolution of 1688. The form
of the Coronation oath was prescribed by the Coronation, O|th
Act, 1688, as amended by the Acts of Union. IrTpiace of the
formal declaration against transubstantiation, the Accession Desl§yr$-
tion Act, 1910, substituted a modified declaration" of adherence
to"the Protestant faith. The oath taken by King George VI. in
1937 was varied without statutory authority in order to recognise
the equal status of his Kingship of the various States of the
Commonwealth.	,
The Regency Acts, 1937-1953, nave made, for the first time, Infancy and
standing*j5fovision for the infancy, incapacity and temporary absence Incapacity,
of the Sovereign from the realm. The Sovereign comes of age at
.jjjgjjlpen; until he reaches that age, the royal functions are to be
exercised by a Regent who will also act in the event of total incapacity
of an adult Sovereign. The Regent will be the next person in the line
of succession, who is not excluded from the succession by the Act of
Settlement and is a British subject domiciled in the United Kingdom.
The Regent, if the heir-apparent or heir-presumptive, must have
attained the age of eighteen; if another person, the age of twenty-one.
If a Regency should become necessary on the succession of a child
of Queen Elizabeth IL and her husband, while under the age of
eighteen, the Duke of Edinburgh, if living, will be the Regent. He
will also become Regent in the event of a Regency during the present
reign, until a child or grandchild of the Queen and the Duke can
become Regent on attaining the age of eighteen. Regency is auto-
matic on the succession of a minor; but in the case of total incapacity
a declaration has to be made to the Privy Council by the wife or
husband of the Sovereign, the Lord Chancellor, the Speaker, the
Lord Chief Justice and the Master of the Rolls, or any three of them,
that they are satisfied by evidence (including that of physicians) that
the Sovereign is by reason of infirmity of mind or body incapable of
performing the royal functions, or that for some definite cause he is
not available for the performance of those functions. Such a declara-
tion must be made to the Privy Council and communicated to the
other Governments of the Commonwealth. A Regency may be
ended by a similar declaration. A Regent may exercise aU the royal
functions, except that he may not assent to a Bill for changing the
order of succession to the Crown of for repealing or altering the Act
of Anne made in Scotland and entitled an Act for securing the
Protestant Religion and Presbyterian Church Government. ,
The Regencj^Act, 1937, did not apply to those Dominions which
at that'date had accepted the main provisions of the Statute of West-
minster, namely Canada and the Union of South Africa, nor to Eire.

